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SUBJECT: Assessment on the Activities 6f Abdel Kader Helmy, et al. 
and the Egyptian/Iraqi Condor Missile Program 


1. This office became aware of the activities of Dr. Abdel Kader 
Helmy and his associates in June 1988. Acting at the request of 
the U.S. Customs Service, DIA assisted U.S. investigators with 
technical and intelligence expertise in the area of missile 
technology and vroliferation to the Middle East. As a result of 
the review of the documents provided to this office, DIA offers the 
following pertaining to the activities of Dr. Helmy's group. 


2. The list of items/materials being sought by Dr. Helmy is 
entirely consistent with items necessary to support the manufacture 
of a ballistic missile. Specifically the chemicals, when combined 
into one list, are most likely to be found in a facility which 
manufactures composite solid propellant motors. The carbon based 
blocks and cones were most probably for use on the nose of the 
missile warhead. The carbon phenolic tape has numerous uses 
including the thermal wrap of rocket motor casings or nozzles, 
while the maraging steel is of the particular grade commonly used 
in rocket motor casings production. A review of the materials and 
the technical manuals which Dr. Helmy was obtaining can result in 
only one opinion, that Dr. Helmy was procuring materiais to support 
the production of a ballistic missile. 


3. The Egyptian Ministry of Defense, working with financiers from 
Iraq, have contracted with the Argentines to produce a ballistic 
missile capable of carrying a warhead of 500 kilograms up to 1000 
kilometers in range. This missile is most commonly referred to as 
the "Condor" missile. The Condor missile meets the minimum 
criteria set forth in the Category I of the Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR). The Condor program has been closely 
monitored by the seven member nations of the MTCR (United States, 
Federal Republic of Germany, France, Canada, Great Britain, Italy 
and Japan) who are responsible for monitoring world wide missile 
proliferation activities. This specific missile would represent 
a significant improvement over currently assessed missile 
capabilities of Eqypt. DIA believes Dr. Helmy was procuring these 
materials for the Condor missile. 
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4. The Condor missile program has been ongoing since at least 
1984. The progress has been slow due in part to the lack of 
indigenous technology and the need to covertly acquire the 
technology/materials used in production of ballistic missiles 
abroad. The activities of Dr. Helmy are consistent with observed 
activities, sponsored by Egypt and Iraq, to facilitate the 
production of the Condor missile. Without-the activities of Dr. 
Helmy, and his co-conspirators, in procuring restricted technology, 
completion of the Condor missile program is doubtful. Dr. Helmy 's 
apparent willingness to provide critical materials necessary for 
the production of the Condor missile was important to the long term 
goals of establishing an indigenous ballistic missile production 
capability in Argentina, Egypt, and Iraq. 


5. DIA believes that the introduction of a ballistic missile, 
capable of carrying conventional, chemical, or nuclear warheads, 
into either Egypt or Iraq would increase regional tensions and add 
further fuel to the regional arms race. Israel and Iran, the 
perceived adversaries of Egypt and Iraq, would most surely respond 
to these acquisitions in an escalating posture, by considering 
preemptive strikes, starting or accelertaing anti-ballistic missile 
programs or acquiring an equal or greater number of ballistic 
missiles. The potential regional destabilization which might have 
been caused by Dr. Helmy's activities would be damaging to U.S. 
interests and peace efforts in the region. 
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